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two parties by saying that the Independents cut off the King's head, but the Presbyterians brought him to the block. Adversity might draw Presbyterians and Royalists together ; but not till hatred of military rule and dread of anarchy had effaced the memories of the war was their joint action possible.
As little prospect was there of the union of the Levellers with the Royalists. Under the name of Levellers two distinct parties were included, neither of which, however hostile to the existing government, was favourable to monarchy. A small section, calling themselves the true Levellers, demanded sweeping social changes. Without these, said they, the Republic is a mockery. " Unless we that are poor have some part of the land to live upon freely as well as the gentry, it cannot be a free Commonwealth." At present, they asked for the right to establish themselves on the commons and waste lands, but they dreamed of a socialistic republic in which there would be no private property in land, no buying or selling, and neither rich nor poor.
The majority of the Levellers demanded political changes only, and protested they had no desire "to level men's estates, destroy property, or make all things common." What they wanted was to limit the powers of the Government and extend the rights of the individual. The three chief points in their programme were manhood suffrage, annual Parliaments, and complete religious liberty. Their complaint was that the revolution of 1648 had stopped too soon, and that the Republic was not an absolute democracy,